COMMITMENT ON CONFIDENCE IN STATISTICS

The Government of the Republic of Macedonia, taking into account: 
That reliable statistics are a necessary condition for evidence-based policymaking and a well-functioning democracy,
That the State Statistical Office of the Republic of Macedonia (hereinafter: SSO) and other institutions responsible for developing, producing and disseminating statistics in the Republic of Macedonia are part of the national statistical system, 
That the credibility of the national statistical system is one of the necessary conditions for trust in measures adopted and implemented by the Government of the Republic of Macedonia, 
That the Macedonian statistical system should be developed in line with the European Statistical System, EU Regulations and the European Statistics Code of Practice, 

arising from Regulation (EC) No 223/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 March 2009, as amended by Regulation (EU) 2015/759 of the European Parliament and of the Council, which shows the commitment of the Republic of Macedonia for greater compliance with EU legislation, 
Expresses full commitment to: 
· Fully respect the international and European standards for quality of statistics, in particular the European Statistics Code of Practice,
· Guarantee and defend the professional independence of the State Statistical Office and its head (Director General) and provide conditions guaranteeing to the head of SSO the right and obligation to manage professional and methodological issues relating to national statistics, 
· Provide conditions for sustainable functioning of Macedonian national statistics in line with the Code of Practice, 
· Ensure the development of the national statistical system in terms of providing and maintaining appropriate and sufficient human, financial, technical and IT resources, 
· Support SSO and its coordinative role within the Macedonian statistical system and encourage the coordination and partnership relations among relevant institutions in providing quality statistics, 
· Support SSO and other producers of national statistics in maintaining public confidence in their work, including appropriate actions, if necessary,
· Defend the right of producers of national statistics and provide conditions for free usage of data from all existing sources for implementing the activity of national statistics in line with current legislation, 
· Encourage administrative and other state authorities, public service providers and bodies exercising public authority, and authorised producers collecting statistical data in their fields of work that are not covered in the Programme of Statistical Surveys to obtain SSO’s opinion before introducing new data collections or setting up records/registers that could be the source of data for national statistics and to take into account the initiatives and proposals to supplement the existing records and data collections, 
· Ensure the protection of any information given by data providers and collected in line with the Law on State Statistics and its exclusive use for statistical purposes, 
· Ensure to all users equal and simultaneous access to statistical data, and 
· Ensure to SSO that it will be actively involved in the procedures of preparing national legislative acts and in the procedures of preparing positions of the Republic of Macedonia regarding legislative acts of the EU that could have impact on the production of official statistics in Macedonia. 
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